Kduoation, with its supporting 
system of compulsory and competitive 
schoolmg, all its carrots and 

rriH.;. 1 ^ grades ' diplomas, and 
credentrals, now seems to me perhaps 
the most authoritarian and da^ar^ 
ot all the social inventions of 

mankind. 

It is the deepest foundation of the 
modern and worldwide slave .taf in 
whxch most people feel themselves to 
be no thl ng but producers, consumers 
spectators, and «fans», driven more 
and more, m all parts of their 
lives, by greed, envy, and fear. 
My concern is not to improve 

education" but to do away with it 
to end the ugly and antihuman 
busmess of people-shaping and let 
people shape themselves . " 

-John Holt 
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There was never a time where anyone said do Ihmto 
do that?- or «Why can't he/she do that instead? . To 
*e this'is an example of a healthy education system 
Tplace where children and grown-ups work together to 
find Information about the things they want to learn 
and need to learn. 












they wanted. i do believe t-i... 

way of «testing» yoarseH ' f H "^ are a <>°°d 

°n the right t?ac*. Self-eva^at" * S* " y ° U " e 
for the stiidents the. v I - ° Uld be wr i"en 

knowledge and fi,!^ '. analyze your own 
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how wool-sweaters are made and ?h % \ student asking 
don't we try to find out" teacher Said " wh V 

From this the children decided thm+ -u 
know everything about wool they went ^ T' t0 
the sheep, then to a factorv thL * 3 farm to see 

then from there they L ha T * wool - sw ^ter S , 

general and what kinds of clothf in i Cl ° thes in 
Past. On their journey to £?£ es People wore in the 
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This analysis and criticism of school and 
education is based raainly on my own 
experiences, my 12 years of mandatory school in 
Sweden, and my 3 years of college in the U.S. I 
relate the problems I bring up to experiences 
of my own life but I' m sure that most of you 
recognize them from your own schooling in one 
way or another, 

I believe that school is one of the factors in 
our lives that affects us the most, and as it 
is now I see those affects as being almost 
exclusively r.egative. 

Of course I 'r, not opposed to the concept of 
learning or piaces where people can go to 
learns things. I am opposed to the way school 
and eaucatior. works today and in our society. 

think a lot about alternatives and will talk 
about that later, but I want to make it clear 
that this is something that I have started 
thinking about fairly recently and I don't have 
sclutions for everything. I have ideas and 
suggestions and I hope to inspire people who 
reaa this to examine their own education and 
tr.ir.k c f way s t o improve it. 



? - ~-~- oz r.y writing is inspired by John Holt, a 
writer zr.z education-radical who opened up my 
eyes 1 1 tr.ings that have now greatly changed my 



I recommend all of his books 

How children learn 

How children fail 

The underachieving school 

What do I do Monday? 

Freedom and beyond 

Escape from childhood 

Instead of education 



Never too late 
Teach your own 
Learning all the time 

Books by other authors that I also recommend: 

Pedagogy of the oppressed by Paul Friery 
The lxves of children by George Dennison 
The naked children & Hooked on books by Daniel Fader 

The wyit spozed to be by James Herndon 
Deschooling society by Ivan Illich 



Al terna t i ves 



I believe that there should be some sort of 

educational facilities to where people could come to 

exchange knowledge. 

I' m not sure exactly how they would work but I can 

imagine them being a building with people of different 

professions and with different knowledge who were 

willing to share this knowledge with anyone 

interested. 

People could volunteer as sources of Information, for 

example, I' m good at cooking and you want to learn how 

to cook so you call me up and maybe we get a bunch of 

people together and I teach you what I know. 

There could also be study groups were material was 

read and then discussed by the participants of the 

group. 

Libraries are a great educational facility that 

already exists, and I picture my ideal "school" being 

more like that. 

I picture places kind of like colleges too, only free 

of course, were people could come and take the classes 



Some brave little soul, I can' t remember who, finally 

spoke and said that we weren't going to niove until she 

apologized and allowed us to go on our trip. 

Her face turned red and I seriously thought she was 

gonna have a heart attack. "I'm gonna call all o f your 

parents!!! Now go inside!" she screamed as loud as she 

could. 

By this time a lot of people got scared and slowly 

started to get up and walked to the classroonu But 

some stayed and I was one of them. 

I remember two of the others that were with me but I 
think we were at least five that didn't move. 
She said after a little while that everyone had to 
wait outside while she talked to us in the classroom. 
We finally got up and walked with her into the 
classroom and explained to her that we didn't find 
anything wrong with what we had done and that we 
didn't deserve to get punished. 

We said that this was a tradition that takes place 
every year and that at least we didn't put condoms or 
shaving foam on her car. We said that it was unfair 
that the other class, who had done something even 
worse, didn't even get punished. 

She said that she could expect something like this 
from all of us except me. 



"Karin, how could you do this?" she said, with tears 
in her eyes, "you, who are such a good student!" 
She wasn't really upset over her car, she was upset 
because her favorite student, the most obedient of 
them all, had disobeyed her. 

This is one of the bravest things I've done in my life 
and it still makes me feel really good to think about 
it. It's crazy to think about how organized and 
determined we all were; how we came to the conclusion 
that we had been treated unfairly and had to do 
something about it. 

We especially felt strongly about the money that we 
had all helped to gather by putting on different kinds 
of shows for our parents, having bake-sales etc. 

I don't know where the idea of the sit-down strike 
came from but it worked perfectly. I also think fondly 
of how well spoken we all were when we defended our 
actions to her in the classroom even though there was 
only five of us left and even though she tried as hard 
as she could to intimidate us. 



Learning 

It is interesting to me to think about how in our 
society we separate learning from the rest of our 
everyday lives. We are taught to believe that learning 
takes place in school and in school only, and that it 
is something that has to be boring and often times 
painful . 

We are also taught that learning is something that is 
done to us and that we cannot do on our own; a teacher 
has to be there to feed us the Information and we need 
to swallow it without questioning it. The question I 
ask myself then is, how much did I actually learn in 
school and how did I learn it? 

Do I even remember all the things I memori zed for 
tests? No, I don't. I hardly remember any of it and 
this has a lot of reasons, one of them being that true 
learning can only happen when the learner wants to 
learn and takes an active role in his or her own 
learning process. 
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